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Background
The threat of Climate Change is one of the most complex challenges facing modern society.

Considering its magnitude, the solutions have to be generated in collaboration between science,

regulation and business. It is therefore necessary to join forces in pursuit of a targeted and future-

proofing climate effort, spanning across sectors such as agriculture, food, environment, energy,

transportation and construction. While Denmark accounts for only 0.1% of the global CO2 emissions,

Danish climate innovation and solutions continue to lead the way. We are committed to strengthening

this position to create and support the innovations that will transition Denmark into a sustainable

society and serve as a lighthouse for others to follow and create the basis for green Danish exports.

The journey has begun
The IFD Climate Solutions Panel has now convened for the first time, hereby embarking on a journey

towards sharing expertise, challenges and exploring solutions across their respective fields. The

panel brings together a group of experts and decisionmakers from businesses, NGOs and academia

within a broad range of fields and sectors, harboring key insights into both the climate change

challenges and can be instrumental in shaping the long term solutions across their sectors.

Mapping & validating - The first workshop had the objective of establishing a common starting point

among the many representatives from different ends of the expert spectrum. A part of the day was

therefore spent completing and validating the existing key sectors upon which we could identify future

solutions. The panelists mapped the key challenges as well as the many solutions and the barriers

currently preventing them from having a greater positive impact. In order to facilitate a structured

approach to a complex agenda, the existing opportunity space analysis and data gathering were

anchored in the key sectors contributing to the GHG emissions and affecting the pace and severity of

climate change.

Pushing for holistic future perspectives – The overarching aim of the panel is to raise above a sector

specific approach when it comes to looking for ambitious solutions. The existing silos harbor risks of

sub-optimization and, at times, even generate cross sector externalities with ambiguous net effects on

climate and environment. The solution opportunities we’re looking to harvest from the diverse group

of subject matter experts are ones that go across the sectors, with circularity and collaboration at

their core. This was the focus of the final part of the first workshop, where the panel looked into the

white space between the sectors and brainstormed on potential solutions connecting the different

sectors with synergies and shared goals of reducing climate change (pic.).



Future solution spaces
The first workshop emphasized the need for, and relevance of, Danish research, innovation and leading

by example in applying innovative, cross sectoral, interdisciplinary and circular solutions. There was

consensus on Danish solutions having a substantial impact potential, both in Denmark and when

exported to global markets. The data from the workshop revealed several solution spaces which the

panel found to be plausible and deserving of further analysis to establish their potential. There are

opportunities to explore within the existing sectors, but most importantly there are synergies to be

harvested between them.

Long-term policies - Many panel members mentioned the key role that regulation could play in creating

better incentives for innovation, businesses and consumers in order to address the challenge of climate

change mitigation. Among other challenges mentioned were the absence of effective carbon pricing

mechanisms, lack of standards in construction and counterproductive regulations on general waste

management.

Technologies & innovation - Continued electrification of the energy and transport system, including

further development in storage technology, with strong emphasis on the possibilities in Power2X was

also high on the agenda. Additionally, employing more durable and recyclable materials in the production

and use of final goods, received support from the panel. In agriculture there is room for efficiency

improvements through precision farming and crop optimization. Meanwhile innovative substitutions of

animal protein in our diet via other protein sources harbor room for reduction of the carbon footprint of

food consumption.

An overall theme was the potential role of technology and data in creating transparency as well as

resource and process optimization via better data quality and analytics. Such progress would require

better data collection, standardization and willingness to share within and across sectors and between

regions.

Way forward
During the course of the next months, CIFS and IFD will build on the takeaways from the first workshop

and work with the panel towards establishing the solution space where Danish innovation has current

strongholds and holds potential for strong future positions. This will pave the way for a focused playing

field to support Danish innovation in the global commitment to solve the challenges of climate change.
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