2020 - Sino-Danish research and innovation cooperation
Sustainable City Solutions
Call open for applications: Wednesday May 6th 2020
Joint deadline for submission of proposals: Monday 15th of June 2020 at 10:00am
Based on the Agreement from year 2007 on Scientific and Technological Co-operation between the Government of the
People's Republic of China and the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark and the Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) from the year 2017 between the Department of International Cooperation, Ministry of Science and Technology of
China (MoST) and Innovation Fund Denmark (IFD), to enhance bilateral research and innovation cooperation between
China and Denmark, MoST and IFD jointly launch this call for proposals.
This call focus on the following research areas as outlined in the MoU between MOST and IFD; (3) Clean and Renewable
Energy, and (6) Information and Communication Technology.
All proposals for this call must be working with solutions for the sustainable cities of tomorrow. Cities, in particular, play an
important part as role models for sustainable green urban development. More than half of the world’s population now
lives in cities that are responsible for 75% of global CO2 emissions.

1. Prioritised research and innovation areas
• Energy & Storage; Power2X, Biomass, Storage and Grid Flexibility. While sustainable energy sources are making
their way into the global energy mix, the stable supply remains a challenge. It is therefore crucial to improve the
technologies for storage and ensure the necessary infrastructure. For a transition away from fossil fuels to take
place and for renewable to make out a larger share of electricity, a fit for purpose energy distribution and storage
system is needed.
• Smart Cities and Transportation; Data, AI & IoT, Smart buildings, Mass Transit, Autonomous Vehicles and
Electric Vehicles. Demographics projections strongly point to continued urbanization and increase in urban density.
Building and inhabiting cities as we have historically is not compatible with solving the climate challenge.
2. Funding budget
The Danish side (Innovation Fund Denmark - IFD) will allocate a total of 15 million DKK and the Chinese side (MoST) will
allocate a total of 20 million RMB to support 4-5 joint research and innovation projects. The duration of the projects is
expected to be up to 3 years for both sides.
3. Common evaluation criteria
Submitted proposals will be evaluated according to national procedures and criteria, however submissions to both IFD and
MOST should be similar and include the full project description with partners and tasks from both countries.
Furthermore, emphasis will be on the special bilateral criteria listed below:
• The projects should have a plan for implementation, and participation from both Chinese and Danish companies is
strongly encouraged.
• Inclusion of public partners (municipalities, local authorities etc.) as well as other relevant stakeholders is strongly
encouraged.
•
•

Innovativeness in project proposal.
The projects are expected to address their contribution to the SDG’s especially sustainability and climate.
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•
•

•

The proposed research and innovation projects should be well integrated on the Chinese and Danish side.
Research and innovation activities of importance to the expected outcome should be conducted on both sides and
that the project activities should be evenly distributed among Chinese and Danish researchers from research
institutions and companies.
Synergy effects and added-value to ongoing research within the field including Sino-Danish research and
innovation projects is considered important.

4. Application modalities
Proposals should be submitted using the relevant application forms distributed by MOST and IFD.
For Chinese applicants:
The joint call will be released in the official website of MOST, The guidelines for the Chinese applicants are described in the
public service platform of National Science and Technology Information System. For details, please refer to
https://service.most.gov.cn/kjjh_tztg_all/20200423/3332.html
For Danish applicants:
The guidelines for the Danish applicants are described in the Guidelines for Grand Solutions, updated on 12th of December
2019, however only registered legal entities in Denmark are eligible for investments from IFD. Foreign subcontractors are
allowed after approval by IFD. The application including the appendix A, B, C and budget should describe the joint proposal
and not just the part conducted by the Danish partners. Please note that the budget file template calculates the total
investment rate for all the project partners, however the Danish applicants applying to IFD should make sure that the
applied investment rates comply (both the individual and total) with the investment rates mentioned in the Guidelines for
Grand Solutions. Proposals must be submitted in Denmark through the application system www.e-grant.dk

5. Application deadline
The application deadline for submission of proposals is Monday 15th of June. Proposals must be submitted to both MOST
and IFD and should have both the same title and acronym. For national inquiry, please contact:
Application inquiry (Chinese Science and Technology Exchange Center, CSTEC):
LIN Xiyan, TEL：+86 10 68573441, Email: linxy@cstec.org.cn
Address: 54 Sanlihe Road, Beijing, 100045, China
Policy inquiry (MoST):
FENG Chao, TEL: +86-10-58881356, FAX: +86-10-58881354, Email: fengc@most.cn
Innovation Fund Denmark:
International Coordinator, Mr. Martin Kyvsgaard, TEL: +45 6190 5081, Email: martin.kyvsgaard@innofond.dk

6. Assessment
The joint project proposals are evaluated in China and Denmark according to national procedures and the bilateral
evaluation criteria listed above. A consensus decision on proposals selected for funding between Ministry of Science and
Technology of China (MoST) and Innovation Fund Denmark (IFD) is expected in November 2020. The financial support will
be in the form of joint funding, but the Ministry of Science and Technology of China may decide to further fund eligible
proposals according to their respective evaluation results. Feedback to applicants will follow in November 2020 and
implementation of grants in the beginning of 2021. The progress and the final results of the funded projects will be
evaluated jointly by MoST and IFD.
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